
Samuel’s Diary
1.	 Can you think of another way of saying 

sorrow? 

�

2.	 What time of day has Samuel written about 
in his diary? 

�  

�

3.	 What is the last feeling that Samuel felt?  

�  

�

4.	 Why do you think the roof of Saint Paul’s is 
not there? 

�  

�  

�

7th September 1666

This morning, I felt a mixture of feelings. I was  
full of gratitude that the great fire was out but felt 
much sorrow about the size of the awful turmoil it 
had left behind.

I began my day with a stroll to the river. There, I 
could see the full picture of the city in ruins.  
I could not see the roof of Saint Paul’s as it was no 
longer there. Dark smoke still rose from the remains 
of what was left of the wooden structures and the  
air was full of black soot. 

I made my way down narrow streets that the blaze 
had torn between. There was not much left.  
Wooden homes were just piles of black beams.  
I saw burnt belongings and the glow of embers  
in hidden corners. I felt despair at the state that  
London is now in.
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Read Together Quick Question
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Get a Bucket!Samuel’s Diary

7th September 1666

This morning, I felt a mixture of feelings. I was  
full of gratitude that the great fire was out but felt 
much sorrow about the size of the awful turmoil it 
had left behind.

I began my day with a stroll to the river. There, I 
could see the full picture of the city in ruins.  
I could not see the roof of Saint Paul’s as it was no 
longer there. Dark smoke still rose from the remains 
of what was left of the wooden structures and the  
air was full of black soot. 

I made my way down narrow streets that the blaze 
had torn between. There was not much left.  
Wooden homes were just piles of black beams.  
I saw burnt belongings and the glow of embers  
in hidden corners. I felt despair at the state that  
London is now in.
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1.	 Can you think of another way of saying 
sorrow? 
sadness

2.	 What time of day has Samuel written about 
in his diary? 
Samuel has written about the 
morning in his diary.

3.	 What is the last feeling that Samuel felt?  
The last feeling that Samuel felt was 
despair. 

4.	 Why do you think the roof of Saint Paul’s is 
not there? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that 
the roof of Saint Paul’s is not there because 
it has been burnt and destroyed in the fire.


