
There are lots of different starfish. Some are big 
and some are small.

A starfish is not a fish.

They do not have gills or fins.

They look like stars. 

They are flat and have arms. Some have long, 
thin arms. Some have short, thick arms.

The arms have hundreds of little sucker-like feet 
under them to help starfish creep along. 

They can be in rock pools, kelp beds, coral or on 
the sand a long way down in the deep.

Starfish like to have shellfish for food.

1.	 What do starfish not have? Tick two.  
  arms 
  gills 
  fins

2.	 Find and copy a word that means ‘to 
move slowly’.  
								             

3.	 Number the facts from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 

   Some starfish have long, thin arms.

   Starfish like to eat shellfish.

   A starfish is not a fish.

4.	 What else would you like to find out 
about starfish? Write a question. 
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Answers
1.	 What do starfish not have? Tick two.  

  arms 
  gills 
  fins

2.	 Find and copy a word that means ‘to 
move slowly’.  
creep

3.	 Number the facts from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 
2    Some starfish have long, thin arms.

3    Starfish like to eat shellfish.

1    A starfish is not a fish.

4.	 What else would you like to find out 
about starfish? Write a question. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: How 
many arms does a starfish have?

There are lots of different starfish. Some are big 
and some are small.

A starfish is not a fish.

They do not have gills or fins.

They look like stars. 

They are flat and have arms. Some have long, 
thin arms. Some have short, thick arms.

The arms have hundreds of little sucker-like feet 
under them to help starfish creep along. 

They can be in rock pools, kelp beds, coral or on 
the sand a long way down in the deep.

Starfish like to have shellfish for food.
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