
There are lots of plants and animals under the sea. 

Fish 
All fish are not the same. They can be quite different. 
There are big fish and little ones and they come in 
different shapes and shades. 

Most fish have scales on their skin to help protect 
them. Some have fins. All fish have a backbone.

Seaweed 
Seaweed is a common name for lots of different 
marine plants that live under the sea. Some animals 
eat seaweed and some seaweed can be eaten by 
people.

Shellfish 
These are animals that have a shell. Some live inside 
a hard shell, such as oysters. Some have a hard outer 
layer to protect their body called an exoskeleton. 
Crabs and lobsters have an exoskeleton.

1.	 Find and copy the word that means 
‘a hard outer layer that protects some 
animals’. 
								               

2.	 What do some fish have on their skin? 
Tick one. 

  a backbone 
  scales 

  fins

3.	 What is the first fact in the text about 
fish? 

�  

�

4.	 What other sub-heading could be 
included in this text? 

�  
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Answers
1.	 Find and copy the word that means 

‘a hard outer layer that protects some 
animals’. 
exoskeleton

2.	 What do some fish have on their skin? 
Tick one. 

  a backbone 
  scales 

  fins

3.	 What is the first fact in the text about 
fish? 

The first fact is that fish 
are not all the same.

4.	 What other sub-heading could be 
included in this text? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: 
sharks; whales; dolphins.

There are lots of plants and animals under the sea. 

Fish 
All fish are not the same. They can be quite different. 
There are big fish and little ones and they come in 
different shapes and shades. 

Most fish have scales on their skin to help protect 
them. Some have fins. All fish have a backbone.

Seaweed 
Seaweed is a common name for lots of different 
marine plants that live under the sea. Some animals 
eat seaweed and some seaweed can be eaten by 
people.

Shellfish 
These are animals that have a shell. Some live inside 
a hard shell, such as oysters. Some have a hard outer 
layer to protect their body called an exoskeleton. 
Crabs and lobsters have an exoskeleton.
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