
Some starlings get food from crops and the soil 
around them. They like to look in the soil for 
seeds and to peck at the crops to have them as 
food. Flocks of big, black starlings might go near 
some crops to peck at them. This can spoil the 
harvest. What can a farmer do to stop them?

Some farmers make big stick people out of wood. 
They add garments to the sticks and stuff them 
full of dried grass to pad 
them out. They might 
dress them in pants, a 
shirt, a coat and a hat. 

Then, the stick person 
is stuck in the ground 
in between the crops. 
This is so the starlings 
might get a fright. Then, 
the farmer can be rid of 
them.

1.	 Find and copy a word that means the 
same as ‘large’. 
								               

2.	 What do starlings do to the crops?  
Tick one.  

  sit on them

  peck at them

  fly over them

3.	 Number the words from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 

   ground

   harvest

   garments

4.	 Why do you think starlings might be 
afraid of a stick person in a field?  
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Answers

   Stick People   Stick People 1.	 Find and copy a word that means the 
same as ‘large’. 
big

2.	 What do starlings do to the crops? Tick 
one.  

  sit on them

  peck at them

  fly over them

3.	 Number the words from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 
3    ground
1    harvest
2    garments

4.	 Why do you think starlings might be 
afraid of a stick person in a field?  
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I 
think that starlings might be afraid 
of a stick person in a field because 
they might think it’s a real person 
waiting to scare them away.

Some starlings get food from crops and the soil 
around them. They like to look in the soil for 
seeds and to peck at the crops to have them as 
food. Flocks of big, black starlings might go near 
some crops to peck at them. This can spoil the 
harvest. What can a farmer do to stop them?

Some farmers make big stick people out of wood. 
They add garments to the sticks and stuff them 
full of dried grass to pad 
them out. They might 
dress them in pants, a 
shirt, a coat and a hat. 

Then, the stick person 
is stuck in the ground 
in between the crops. 
This is so the starlings 
might get a fright. Then, 
the farmer can be rid of 
them.
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